
To support the programs & activities
of the Venice Branch Library in the

L.A. Public Library system. 
Since 1984
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FRIENDS OF THE VENICE LIBRARY

We financially support MANY 
events and programs at the Venice Branch Library:

Book Clubs - In person & Zoom
Chess, Gardening and other Classes 
Exercise: weekly Yoga & Pilates
YESS Sensory Space*
Community Celebrations
Monthly Farmers Market Storytime & Craft 
Outdoor Story Walk
Summer Reading Programs 
Teen Council activities
Musical Performances

We face FIVE challenges: 

1.Low number of new members
2.Average annual attrition rate of 10%

for member renewals
3.Fewer donations of good condition

books, CDs, DVDs, puzzles, games
4.Fewer younger volunteers to help

with book sales 
5.Rising costs

YEAR IN REVIEW
ACHIEVEMENTS/CHALLENGES

Join the Friends of Venice Library as a NEW MEMBER
OR RENEW your annual membership -- $20/YR goes
a long way to helping your library.
Cash/Checks/Zelle/PayPal ACCEPTED
Donate good books, etc. - By appointment only -
Email friendsofvenicelibrary@gmail.com
Become a volunteer - Email us to learn how
Attend our book sales - members get in early!
Follow us and share our activities on social media or
NextDoor/Patch

 JUNE  6TH
SEPT. 12TH

DECEMBER 5TH 

2026
B O O K  S A L E

D A T E S

WE ARE A 501(C)(3)
​NONPROFIT.

FEDERAL TAX ID #
95-3993728

Facebook

Instagram

THE FRIENDS
B‌e‌c‌o‌m‌e‌ ‌a‌ ‌m‌e‌m‌b‌e‌r‌ ‌o‌f

*YESS = Youth Empowerment Sensory Space UPDATED: DEC. 1, 2025

mailto:friendsofvenicelibrary@gmail.com


FINANCIALS

  FoVL Annual Report FY 2025 https://www.friendsofvenicelibrary.com/#/

PRESIDENT: LINDA MARTINEK
VICE PRESIDENT: SHELLEY HOCHBERG
TREASURER: PAULA MAHAN
SECRETARY: DIANE ZWANG
ASSISTANT TREASURER: BERT FALLON
BOOK SALE DIRECTOR: MARGARET HOSIER
MEMBERSHIP: DOLORES RIVERA
ADDITIONAL BOARD MEMBERS: BRUCE HENSTELL, JULIE BEAN,
MARGARET LAMDAGAN, SUSANNE CUMMING, SARAH SCHACHT, ANNE
TAYLOR, LUCILLE CAPPAS, KAY BAILEY
ADVISORY: CAROL JONES, DONNA LASMAN 

As we had expected, library programs & material
expenses went up from FY 2024 ($12K) to 2025
($17K) - an increase of just over 41%.  
Our exercise programs costs doubled! It now takes 4
new memberships to cover just 1 class. If we need
to cut expenses, these would go first.
Venice Branch also added more support staff and a
new young adult librarian & a new children’s
librarian who started adding programs & activities!
Our cost of doing business expenses went up from
2024 ($1K) to 2025 ($3K) but are kept to a
minimum by using email whenever possible and by
not collecting a salary - we are an ALL Volunteer
non-profit. And these volunteers donate more than
just their time. 

Friends of Venice Library
  501 S Venice Blvd., 

Venice CA 90291

CURRENT & NOMINEE SLATE FOR 2026

LIBRARY EXPENSES COVERED BY 
THE FRIENDS OF VENICE LIBRARY

Fortunately, our income was able to keep pace this year.  In 2024, our
income was $15K and in Fiscal Year 2025 it was $17K.  This was helped
by a local grant with the Venice Neighborhood Council and a slight
increase in lobby sales.

FOVL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A shout out to CD11 Councilwoman Traci Park’s office for purchasing
tables for our book sales which keeps our costs down.  A major expense
was actually a DONATION to the Palisades Library Friends Association.

FY 25:  JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

@ OUR
DEC. 12 2025

FOVL COST OF DOING BUSINESS EXPENSES - $3,044.50

$186.50

https://www.friendsofvenicelibrary.com/#/

